A Conference
for Private
Landowners

Tour of Buttahatchie River.

Share Experiences, Expertise and Lessons
Learned. They incorporate their shared experiences,
expertise and sometimes hard-earned lessons to
promote cooperative conservation and holistic land
management tools, funding and technical resources.
Obtain and Increase Funding. Funding
is essential to build on efforts that promote
cooperative conservation.
Support Voluntary, Incentive-Based Programs.
They strive to support the types of programs that
are flexible, predictable and emphasize the value
of people and partnership while offering
measurable outcomes.
Support Local, Watershed
and/or Place-Based
Conservation Efforts.
They do this by providing
an umbrella group to
effect change at the
regional and national
conservation scale.
Communicate,
Educate and Share
Challenges, Solutions
and Successes. They share
the challenges, solutions and
successes experienced by private
landowners with congressional and
agency decision-makers.
Promote the 80/20 Rule for Conservation.
Perhaps the most important element of their
success: Work on the 80 percent held in common,
instead of the 20 percent that divides.
To date, Partners for Conservation has 90
partners, representing 18 states and has hosted six
Annual Private Lands/Partners Day Conferences
bringing together landowners and agency partners.
The 2014 Private Lands Partners Conference, termed
“Private Lands Day,” was held September 23-26,
2014, on the campus of Mississippi State University
and had numerous field trips within 60 miles of the
campus. Wildlife Mississippi and Mississippi State
University’s Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
helped coordinate the event.
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O

ver 60 percent of the land in the United
States is privately owned. For decades, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Partners for
Fish and Wildlife Program and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service have worked with landowners and other
partners to deliver non-regulatory, voluntary habitat
restoration and conservation that has resulted in
significant conservation benefits for Americans.
One of these partners is an organization
named Partners for Conservation. The organization
was officially established in 2010 to improve and
support collaboration, communication
and partnership in sustaining
the nation’s working
landscapes. As a non-profit,
private-landownerled conservation
organization, Partners
for Conservation has
a vested interest in
how private lands are
utilized and conserved.
Oftentimes, this means
looking beyond their
own boundaries resulting
in an effectual collaboration
strengthened by a mutual understanding
of how important it is to provide functional
landscapes and viable rural communities across
the country.
Here are some of the tools that Partners for
Conservation uses to promote its mission:
Protect Working Landscapes. With biological,
social and economic indicators of success, they
strive to keep working landscapes intact for the
next generation of land stewards and teach the
importance of passing these lessons down.
Promote Public and Private Partnerships.
By building trusting relationships between private
landowners and managers, public agencies, non-profit
conservation groups, foundations, corporations,
policymakers and academic institutions, they can
benefit working landscapes across the country.
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Dr. Mark Keenum, Mississippi State University.

Kurt Readus, Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

With the focus of “Recognizing the Importance of Private
Lands and Partnerships in Managing Our Natural Resources,”
the participants were welcomed on Tuesday, September 23,
at a reception and dinner at the Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee
National Wildlife Refuge hosted by Ducks Unlimited.
An introduction and welcome were provided to the group
on Wednesday morning by Jim Stone, a Montana rancher and
chairman of Partners for Conservation. Dr. Mark Keenum,
president of Mississippi State University, also welcomed
the group. He emphasized the importance of balancing the
environment with the economy, as well as the importance of
natural resources to Mississippi.
Kurt Readus, the state conservationist for the Natural
Resources Conservation Service reviewed Mississippi’s
conservation initiatives for private lands. The deputy
director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Steve Guertin,
provided an overview of some of the Service’s private lands
programs.
The participants were then loaded on three buses for a
field trip. The first stop was to learn about the history of Old
Cotton Gin Port and Cotton Gin Farm. This farm is owned
and managed by Wildlife Mississippi Board Member Martha

Steve Guertin, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Dalrymple of Amory. In addition to the overview she provided
about the history of the farm and the farmhouse, which dates
back to 1837, she provided an overview of forest restoration
as well as her timber and cattle operation.
The three Mississippi State busses with over 125 people
then went to the Buttahatchie River near Caledonia. Steven
Gruchy of Wildlife Mississippi and Jeffrey Lee of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service provided an overview of the Buttahatchie
River and the extensive wetland and stream restoration
efforts that have taken place on the river and its watershed.
Finally, the group went to Prairie Wildlife, the farm of
Jimmy Bryan, another Wildlife Mississippi board member.
There, Jimmy and Dr. Wes Burger of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries at Mississippi State University took the
group on a tour of Bryan Farms and provided an overview
of native prairie restoration and cattle operation of Bryan
Farms. This was followed by a reception and dinner held at
Bryan Farms hosted by Wildlife Mississippi.
Thursday morning was filled with a recap of the previous
day’s field trip as well as many informative talks on Natural
Resource Enterprises: Enhancing Conservation and Income
on Private Lands, Dr. Daryl Jones, Mississippi State University;
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Lunch at Cotton
Gin Farm.

Jimmy Bryan,
Prairie Wildlife.
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James L. Cummins, Wildlife
Mississippi, and Kirk Hanlin, Natural
Resources Conservation Service.

Dinner at Prairie Wildlife.

National Wild Hog Issues: Impacts to Wildlife and Landowners,
Dr. Bruce Leopold, Mississippi State University; and interesting
landowner presentations ranging from Restoration of
Longleaf Pine Along the Gulf Coastal Area, Judd Brooke of
Mississippi; Restoring Freshwater Marsh, Kelby Watt and
Stan Simpkins of Florida; Bountiful Conservation, Mike and
Kathy Landini of California; Meshing Wildlife Management
with Agriculture, Clint Borum of Tennessee; and Working
with Partners to Implement Conservation Practices on
Private Land, Charles Glover of Arkansas.
The keynote speaker at lunch was Kirk Hanlin, the
assistant chief of the Natural Resources Conservation Service
in Washington, D.C. He gave an informative presentation on
the status of Gulf Coast Restoration following the Deepwater
Horizon oil spill.
Thursday afternoon offered a host of different presenters
and presentations including: Building a Coalition of
Landowners in the Lower Mississippi River Valley,
Bucky Murphy, Mississippi River Landowner’s Alliance;
Conservation Delivery Network, Steve Brock, Lower
Mississippi Valley Joint Venture; Overview of U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Private Lands Initiative in Mississippi,
Steve Ricks and Jeffrey Lee, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;
Ongoing Strategies and Activities of the Mississippi
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, John Gruchy,
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks;
and Pros and Cons of Conservation Easements and Tax
Incentives for Landowners and Conservation, Jamie Brown
and Tim Willis, Ducks Unlimited.
Finally, a panel discussion was held on Developing New
Incentives for Landowners. James L. Cummins of Wildlife

Mississippi moderated the session. Presenting were Jim Stone
(Rancher), Tim Male (Sand County Foundation), Homer
Wilkes (Natural Resources Conservation Service) and Gary
Frazer (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). The many private
landowners in the audience also joined in on the discussion.
To close out the conference, the partners attended a
reception and dinner at Mississippi State University’s Hunter
Henry Center hosted by Durando Ranches and the National
Wildlife Refuge Association. At the dinner, Cindy Dohner,
the regional director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
for the Southeast Region gave the keynote address. She also
recognized Ronnie Haynes, the former regional coordinator
for the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, for his 30 plus
years of service.
When asked to reflect on the event, Partners for
Conservation Executive Director Steve Jester offered the
following thoughts. “Private Lands Partners Day 2014 was a
major milestone for our organization. It was the first of our
annual meetings that was held east of the Mississippi River
and it was also the first meeting where landowner attendance
equaled that of conservation agencies and partners. It also
confirmed again what our organization has found elsewhere.
Regardless of whether a landowner is a row crop farmer
in the Midwest, a tree farmer in the Southeast or a cattle
rancher from west of the Rockies, there are many shared
values and concerns regarding their land, their landscapes
and what the future holds for both.”
These commonalities are what makes a national
organization like Partners for Conservation relevant to the
effort to conserve our working landscapes for present and
future generations.
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